REILLY

'RR R v
EE R I'& i
2 BE B _FR IS B F

BRIGHT YOUNG
THINGS

Bring it home

Iam no lirde Englander, but sometimes one does have to champion the best of British.
When, four years ago, Established 8 Sons arrived on the scene, part of the brouhaha
surrounding the launch was down to the fact that all its products (such as the Jasper
Morrison Crate Series chair, below right, £517) are made in Britain. As Tamara Caspersz,
one of the company’s four co-directors, explains: “Where we can, we will continue 1o use,
embrace and develop the best specialist facilitics in the UK. We are a Britsh design
company and this remains our unique selling point.” This was, and stll is. no mean
achievement: Britain’s furniture-manufacturing base has been declining ar warp speed.

If VO wWant 1o source the |1.I:'II'I'I1,‘.-|'|-"|;'|_1:||;_‘I|I you have to dn vour homeweork. There are a 1] air
handful of companies clinging on for dear life to the “made in Britain™ tag. and the quality
of the pieces they produce is restament to the undervalued skills we have in this COuntry.
Scan Surcliffe, the managing director and cofounder (with Sir Terence
Conran) of the furniture workshop Benchmark, agrees: “British
furniture has a glorious legacy that dates back to the 17th
century, Sadly, British manufacturing is petering out, which
is why we are now running an apprentice training scheme
to train woodworkers in traditional cabinetmaking,” The
problem is these skills come at a price that can't compere

“with the likes of China — Benchmark's Rose dressing table,
above, by Kay & Stemmer, costs £3,950 — bur British made
these davs is more abour quality than quantity,
establishedandsons.com; benchmark-fiurnitiere. com

MADE IN BRITAIN

1 Wesley-Barrell 15 still o fomiy-owned explains the eye-watering price. £19.500;
company. now rn by three sisters, A bit davidlinley.com,

of an underthetadar gem, it produces 3 George Smith's Newcaste factony

its uphaolstered fumiture, from sketch fo mace the upholstered furniture for

end product, In its Oxfordshire warkshop, Shoreditch House, and its name s
Voltaire chair, from $900 (plus 2 metres of  synonymous with classic yet cool designs

fabic) wesley-barrall.co.uk. that will last a lifetime. Brewster choise,

2 David Linley has given a lifeline to £3,395 (plus % metres of fabric) I) 219 200 TETT
some of the country’s maost skdlled georgesmith.co.uk. gy AT 3,309
woodworkers by using ssvenal smoll 4 Ercol is enjoying o renaissance, thanks

Tarmily-run businesses to craft his in part fo the championing of its classic

made-to-measure statement pleces, designs by the quintessentialty English

such as this Imbed-adition Time table, designer Margaret Howell. Criginals nest

Oy 20 hove been made, which of tables, £495; ercoleom.
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