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The story of
Guadalupe Velazquez

Wiz wie comboriahly past the second milkenninm and the ea

of ales from fir away corners of (e workd bave surpassed the
pages ﬁl'lLixh‘-r}' o mvih, At the same lime, we have polonly
hecome more seeplical, but also stopped dreaming allogether,
W are neither wamting sor hungry. The rotion of breaking

free and following oar owm path, o crepte our destiny, sounds
denwmpaght lame The road 1o success has been mapped, charted
and fibed imo categories for . 16 seems ke all we need o G0
is Lo gel 1n Lhe :|:..:||| |ane amd follow the sipans to our destinatsn,
The distamee to our goals could be measured in miles and 15 33
unadventurous a deiving om the M23, With sonve right 1 might
achl, as we keep being tobd that all has been tried amd tested, Mo
matier, ns we are the geseration that have fo free our dciely
from this Fq--.l.fp-._1|,-r-'|ir-::!;|; marndon that seems never ending.

1t linwe for ug to dream again and [ay oar own rosds toour own
destinatioms, This is the story of Guadalups Velarquez.

Less than 30 years ago in Cogcuileo, which s an Az
village some sight hours by road from Mexieo City (the biggest
city in ihe world with around 15 million inhabitantsh wilk its
nane being Amee and rranslsting o ‘snake on slone’, 3 by was
bormn. This heahiby Tinle boy that was deliverad in s strmw hut
that hsd mo wnle e supply or electriciiy, nol 1o mention a midwifs
ar amy medical [acilitizs during birh, was named Caadalspe
Vilartgques

With o father ol Spanish descent 2nd a purc nalive Aziec
meather, born in the middle of nowhere, his uiune leoked uncer-
tadm ai best The huge difference betwsen the Spanish nnd Aziec
culiures didn’l help a2 e Father wenl lengths over the line io
repress the Azice side of the famikby. Eoonomies was anther
factor that swung Guadalupe into the pealities of Nifie. They kad
to make do with whal ever they hed for the day. As 1 trace back
the cause amd effet of his life, this coubd be the spark that 13
the creativity thal was to fallow, Clay articles, strmy baskets and
chairs are just o lew of the things that they had 1o make and sell
to naake 2 living, growing vegetables for exchange was another
one Bverybody had to'help, cven G uadalupe,
af that time. Im mry eyes, ihis is (he must natursl way of getting
imtrodueed o art, even if for Guadalupe and his femily, 0 was
only 0 motter of getling food oo the table. The dyves they nsed
were homemade, mosthy Trom roots but alse Grom plants that
they had to regognize, They alss made shoes, hoh far persanal
use nmd for sale. Nothing went o waste. The leather wsed was
anything from deor nnd rabbat hide o squirrels, Needles were
st from chicken bones fled down for shanpeess; the eye was
sl by peneirating the bone with o bot wine. They also made
heaeelers, necklaces and other decorations from bones. Let me
remind you that this is the way of life ohily o few hours poursey

froan e rodr of (he biggest city in the word. ~=>

w0 was only sax




